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Hello listeners,

This is the 3rd and final part of this little series of episodes I've
done about using ChatGPT to learn English.

I’m experimenting with lots of different prompts to see if it can do
things like:

- Create study plans for you

- Simulate natural conversations

- Correct your errors

- Provide role play practice for specific situations like job

interviews
- Help you with Cambridge exam tasks and practice



In this part I’'m going to try to answer these questions:

- Can you use ChatGPT like a dictionary?

- Can it give us correct definitions, information about parts of
speech, pronunciation, example sentences, synonyms, antonyms,
collocations?

- Can it provide information about the etymology of words and
phrase?

- Can it transcribe things into phonemic script?

- Does it accurately transcribe things into British English
pronunciation?

- Can it convert between different dialects of English, e.g. will it
convert American English into British English, or into specific
dialects of British English?

- Is it able to help us to practise reading texts or presentation
scripts with the right sentence stress, word stress, pausing and
intonation?

- Can it help us practise grammar by creating quizzes or tests? Are
those tests reliable?

- Can it help you to remember vocabulary with tests?

- Can it help you remember words and spelling with mnemonic
memory devices?

- Can it create text adventure games?

- Can it adapt its English to different levels?

- What are my overall thoughts and conclusions about ChatGPT?

You can get a PDF of the script for this episode which includes all
the prompts | am using to get ChatGPT to do specific things.

Check the episode description and you will find a link to my
website page where you can get the PDF scripts for parts 1,2 and
3 of this series.



If you are watching on YouTube | recommend using full screen
mode so you can read the on-screen text more easily.

OK, so without further ado, let’s play around with ChatGPT a bit
more and see how it can help you learn English.

Ask it to define words
What does “rambling” mean?

It gave pretty good definitions | have to say.

Arguably it’s not as good as a proper dictionary.

Just type the words into a dictionary and you’ll get way more info,

including parts of speech, pronunciation, example sentences,
related phrasal verbs etc.

But having said that you can ask ChatGPT for more specific details
about words, including:

Can you give me some example sentences with the verb
“ramble” in different tenses?

What are common collocations with the word ramble?
What are some synonyms of the word “ramble”? (I had to
specify for ways of talking)

Can you transcribe the word “ramble” in phonemic script?

Etymology

What is the origin of the expression “break a leg?”



Create mnemonics to help you remember
vocabulary

Can you create some mnemonics to help me remember these
words and phrases?
ramble, waffle, meander, go off on a tangent, get sidetracked

It did it, and | must say this is pretty impressive.

You still need to use your imagination a bit, but these mnemonics
are certainly a good starting point.

Ask it to transcribe things into
phonemic script

But only in standard American?
Is it good at transcribing things in British English?

Can you transcribe this sentence into phonemic script?
I’d like a hot dog with lots of tomato sauce.



Can you transcribe this sentence into phonemic script?
I'd like a hot dog with lots of tomato sauce.

[a1id laik @ hat dog wib lats av ta'mertouv sos/

& &P

Can you transcribe that in British English?

[aid laik @ hot dog wi0 lpots av ta'meitev so:s/

& G

Different versions of the language

Can you convert this story into (insert dialect here)?

This is a paragraph | came up with which contains loads of words
that are different between US and UK English.

Let’s see if it can convert this UK version into US English.

First I'll read it out. See if you can identify the words which will
probably be different between US and UK English.



I just popped out of my flat to get some post from the postman when
I realised I had locked myself out.

I was stuck outside with only a pair of slippers on and it was the
middle of autumn. To make matters worse I really needed the toilet.

My car was there but of course I'd left the car keys in the house as
well, although I couldn’t see where they were because my curtains
were closed.

Then I noticed that some bloody yob had put a big scratch across the
bonnet of my car.

That made me really angry I can tell you.

“You'll be hearing from my solicitor” I said to myself.

Just when I thought my day couldn’t get any worse the TV aerial on
the roof of my house fell off and crashed into the windscreen of my
car, smashing it to pieces.

I thought “I'll need to make a trip to the chemist for some medicine to
help me recover from this!” I walked along the main road and on the
way I stopped to get some chips from the fish & chip shop at the
main crossroads near my house.

When I had finished, I put the paper bag in the rubbish bin and
walked under the flyover to the chemist's.

I got my medicine and headed home.
Of course, I was still locked out so in the end I had to jump over the

fence into my back garden and climbed into a window which I had left
open.




Luckily I lived on the ground floor so I didn't actually need to climb up
the wall or anything, but unfortunately I broke a mug which was on
the window sill. T used my hoover to clean up the broken pieces.

Suddenly I heard a siren and someone knocked at the door.

“Oh no, it's the old bill!'" I thought. “They think I'm burgling my own
house!”

[ went to answer the door, but I didn't realise that I'd ripped my
trousers climbing in the window. I opened the door and stood there
with my trousers hanging open. They could see my pants and
everything! How embarrassing!

Make a funny dialogue between two friends in a pub in London
speaking British English. Include a joke at the end of the dialogue.

Generate the same response but the two friends are from Belfast, in
Northern Ireland.

Sentence stress, pausing and
intonation

Ask it to help you read out a text with the right pausing, stress and
intonation.

Can you help me to read out this paragraph, showing where
the pauses, stress and intonation should be?




Chat GPT or chat-based generative pre-trained transformer
models, is a type of artificial intelligence that allows users to
interact with a virtual assistant using natural language. This
technology is based on the principles of GPT-3, the third
generation of the popular generative pre-trained transformer
model.

One of the key features of chat GPT is its ability to generate
responses in real-time, based on the user’s input.

That is from an article about ChatGPT which | found on
medium.com

All you need to know about ChatGPT & Why its a threat to
Google | by Deladem Kumordzie | Medium.

It’s good at showing where the pauses should be,

@ Here's how | would read out this paragraph with appropriate pauses, stress,

and intonation:

Chat GPT or chat-based generative pre-trained transformer models (Pause) is
a type of artificial intelligence (Pause) that allows users to interact with a
virtual assistant using natural language. (Pause) This technology is based on
the principles of GPT-3, the third generation of the popular generative pre-
trained transformer model. (Pause)

One of the key features of chat GPT is its ability to generate responses in real-

time (Pause) based on the user's input. (Pause)

but it’s bad at showing word stress or sentence stress.


https://medium.com/@cdkumordzie/all-you-need-to-know-about-chatgpt-why-its-a-threat-to-google-fd2b887c8ff8#:~:text=Some%20critics%20argue%20that%20the,harming%20social%20connections%20and%20relationships
https://medium.com/@cdkumordzie/all-you-need-to-know-about-chatgpt-why-its-a-threat-to-google-fd2b887c8ff8#:~:text=Some%20critics%20argue%20that%20the,harming%20social%20connections%20and%20relationships

Note that the stresses are on the syllables that are bolded:

CHAT GPT or chat-BASED gen-ER-a-tive pre-TRAINED trans-FOR-mer
MODELS.

IS a TYPE of ar-ti-Fl-cial IN-tel-LI-gence.

AL-lows USERS to IN-ter-ACT with a VIR-tu-al AS-sis-TANT us-ing NAT-ur-al
LAN-guage.

This TECH-nol-O-GY is BASED on the PRIN-ci-ples of GPT-3, the THIRD
GEN-er-a-tion of the POP-u-lar GEN-er-a-tive pre-TRAINED trans-FOR-mer
MOD-el.

ONE of the KEY FEA-tures of CHAT GPT is its a-BIL-i-ty to GEN-er-ate re-
SPONSES in RE-al-TIME.

BASED on the USER'S IN-put.

The intonation rises slightly at the end of the sentence to indicate a statement

of fact.

© bad bad bad bad bad! ©

Grammar or vocab quizzes or tests

Let’s ask it to create a grammar review test for
upper-intermediate level.

Create a 10-question grammar test to help me practise English
at an upper-intermediate level.

10 questions isn’t really enough to cover all areas of grammar
but you would expect it to cover at least 10 different grammar
points. Did it?

What happens if | ask it to make a 20-question grammar test
for B2 level? Does it use a wide variety of forms? Does it



require the test taker do demonstrate control over the
language or is it just multiple choice?

The results are not as rigorous, complete, reliable or detailed
as similar tests in published materials such as the diagnostic
test at the back of English Grammar in Use by Murphy.

It’s also not focused on language that you have been studying
in your course.

It always uses multiple choice.

Basically - it doesn’t produce a very reliable test.

Vocabulary review tests, to help you
remember words and phrases

Create a vocabulary test to help me remember and use these
words and phrases.

ramble, waffle, meander, go off on a tangent, crack on, Get away
with, get by, get on with, get off on, get through to, get around to

The test it created was multiple choice and only contained
definitions.

Definitions are good but not the best way to help you remember
vocabulary. You need example sentences and it’s best if you have
to use the words in a meaningful and contextualised way. At least
give us example sentences with the words and phrases removed



and ask us to put the correct words in the correct place, perhaps in
the correct form.

But it’s better than nothing, and | think this could be useful if you
have a list of words or phrases that you’re trying to remember.

Text adventure games to practise
grammar

I’ve always wanted to create one of these but have never got
round to it. One of the reasons is because it’s quite a time
consuming task and requires a lot of patience to make sure I’'m
using plenty of good grammar questions and combining that
with an interesting story with engaging choices. Maybe
ChatGPT can cut out a lot of the work.

Create a 5 minute text adventure game to help me practise
English grammar

Nice idea but it did a bad job. It ended up creating a game with
virtually no grammar questions and then it played the game
itself.

I’m sure there are other language practice exercises or
activities which ChatGPT could do.

If you can think of some other things, put them in the comment
section.



Ask it to adapt its English level to yours

You can write things like “please adapt your English to B1 level” or
something similar.

Actually I just tested this with this prompt:

Give me some advice on how to set up a podcast studio. Please
use A2 level English.

Also, this:

Can you adapt this passage from Hamlet by Shakespeare into
elementary level (A2) English?

So you can ask it to use simple English at your level.

You can also prompt it in your first language of course, but you
have to request that it responds in English.

Overview / Comments / Conclusions

It’s definitely way better than any chatbots I've ever seen
before.

There’s no denying how impressive it is in many ways. | only
scratched the surface here. It can do lots of other things including
creating legal contracts, writing song lyrics, writing short stories,
movie plots, essay plans, essays etc.



But | think we still need to be a bit sceptical or critical about it at
this stage. It’s impressive at first, but working closely with it shows
us its limitations.

Don’t assume that it is answering your questions correctly or
reliably. It seems to miss things, and contradict itself sometime and
also it lacks the overall vision and emotional intelligence that a
good teacher can have.

There are also questions about things like how it could encourage
cheating, and also other criticisms (I’ll explore some more in a few
minutes).

They’ve done wonders with the marketing - allowing us all to
use it freely, which has caused us all to talk about it and as a
result it’s gone viral with everyone talking about it. This is
helping them to make money now (by selling it as a service
which people can incorporate into their websites etc, and
charging people for the PRO version of it) and also it’s allowed
them to get a lot more data (as millions of people have been
using it) which is allowing them to develop it further. In fact it is
improving and changing all the time, becoming more and more
accurate and sophisticated.

For learning English, there are definitely ways it can help,
including taking out some of the time-consuming things like
creating little memory tests, creating sample texts and
dialogues which you can use, having some limited
conversation practise.



One of its main strengths is error correction. It can quickly
correct errors in your writing and even explain the reasons,
although the explaining is a bit limited.

It can correct your English, but don’t rely on it too much. Try to
use this as a tool to help you improve your English, not just
something that you rely on at the expense of making progress
on your own. Learn from it, but don’t let it do all the work.

You need to have a pretty good level of English to prompt ChatGPT
properly. Sometimes you need to find “clever” ways to get it to do
exactly what you want and | think this requires a lot of control over
your language.

As | mentioned before you often need to find different ways to ask
your question or to give your prompt before you get what you’re
looking for.

Remember you can tell it *exactly* what to do. So keep getting
specific.

It’s still a bit early for us to completely rely on it as a personal
language teacher or a conversation partner, but it can be a
convenient tool for certain basic tasks that can be time
consuming.

Chat GPT has no emotional intelligence. It isn’t great at
working out what you really want it to do, which is something |
have to do as a teacher all the time. I’'m always interpreting my
students intentions and what they want to say, and then



helping them find the right words or sentences to do that, and
then helping them produce that again and again, adapting and
reacting all the time and also managing the students feelings
and emotional responses. It’s a special kind of dance that you
have to do with the student and this is extremely complicated
and requires a lot of sensitivity and also plenty of teaching
experience to allow you to pinpoint exactly what is needed of
you as a teacher.

ChatGPT has a long way to go before it can do that.

For the time being it is no replacement for the interaction you
can have with a real human and this is still one of the best
ways to practise and develop proper communication skKills in
English. It is definitely better to practise interacting in English
with a real human, preferably one who is able to help you with
your English learning because they have skills and experience
in this area.

Also, don’t underestimate the importance of those emotional
aspects of communication with people. ChatGPT is no
replacement for that, at the moment.

Maybe one day it will be so good that talking to it will be
indistinguishable from talking to a real person, which is quite
an unnerving prospect somehow.

But anyway, it’s important to continue practising your English
by interacting with real people in social scenarios.



Talking to people can be a bit intimidating if you are shy or
introverted, but it is essential to practise doing it because
interpersonal skills are vital in communication.

ChatGPT doesn’t speak or listen yet, so no listening or
speaking practice is possible, but no doubt that’ll come
eventually.

What does ChatGPT say about its limitations as a language
learning tool?

What are some possible problems with using ChatGPT for
learning English?

Other issues

| wonder if it will be free forever. They’ve made it free now to
get our attention but eventually we’ll probably have to pay to
use it fully. In fact, already the free version is quite limited. It’s
slow and stops performing after about 1 hour of interaction.

| wonder if later this year ChatGPT will still be as accessible as
it is now. | expect they let us all use it for a while in order to get
our attention and now they’re monetising the product and
limiting free access to it.

| wonder how ChatGPT will develop. It will certainly get better
and better.



Perhaps one day (soon) it will flawlessly do all the things we
want it to do.

There are also some frightening aspects to this when we
imagine the impact this might have on the world.

Despite what | said about it being no replacement for human
interaction, it is remarkably advanced and sophisticated and
that is only the current version of the software.

| expect this current iteration of ChatGPT is just the tip of the
iceberg and eventually it will be almost impossible to
differentiate between the chatbot and a real human.

And when this is combined with life-like speech generation and
real life visuals (deepfakes) as well - a video version talking and
responding naturally with a lifelike face and voice, in fact so
lifelike that we won’t be able to work out if we’re dealing with a
human or not, that will be quite frightening because suddenly
then we’re living in the film Bladerunner, ExMachina or A.l. with
all the ethical and social ramifications explored by those films.

By the way, those films seem to explore questions of whether it
is ethical for us to create highly intelliigent Al capable of
human-like emotions, and whether it is ethical for us to treat
them like slaves or as sub-human. They are like us, even better
than us in many ways, but they don’t have the same rights as
us.



Other films have explored the threat to humankind of artificial
intelligence. This includes things like The Terminator series and
The Matrix which show a world in which Al becomes
self-aware and decides to fight against humans or to enslave
us.

A more immediate and realistic problem with something like
ChatGPT is how it can affect the job market and whether it will
make lots of people redundant.

What will we do when so much of our work can be done by Al
that doesn’t need to eat, sleep, or take breaks? What will
happen to us? Will people still be employable? What happens
when the human population continues to rise, but the number
of jobs we can do in order to earn money, decreases?

| have no idea.

And will Al eventually make it completely unnecessary to even
learn another language? Will we simply have simultaneous
automatic translations? Will Al augment our reality completely?
Will we somehow be connected in the most intimate and
integral way with technology, which will mean we won’t need
to learn languages any more?

I’m not sure to be honest. What people usually say in response
to that question is that we will always want to learn languages
because there can be no replacement for the experience of
communicating with people naturally using language and no
technology can replace or replicate this experience sufficiently.



Let’s ask ChatGPT some more questions
about itself, relating to things like people’s
fears about it and if it will cause more
cheating

What are people's fears about how ChatGPT will change the world
for the worse?

How might Al become a threat to humans?

Will ChatGPT help people to cheat?

Yes, probably. | can’t see how this won’t be a problem. | mean,
this will almost certainly be a problem. Surely, students will just
take the easy route and get ChatGPT to write essays for them,
or other assignments. That’s obviously bad, because these
students will not actually learn the skills and knowledge they’re
supposed to learn during their studies and also it could
compromise the effectiveness of education in general.

| don’t know how this problem is going to be solved. | don’t
know how OpenAl have responded to this.

Let’s see what ChatGPT says about people using it to cheat in
their homework.

Will ChatGPT help people to cheat in homework and academic
essay tasks?



